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two of Boys & girls Clubs of Huntington Valley’s talented youth have 
won $2500 scholarships from the Hank aaron Chasing the dream 
foundation.  Camryn Yarnall and sydney Horner, both 13 years old, 
are gifted young women who will have the opportunity to use the 
scholarship funds to further develop their artistic talents.  read what 
our staff has to say about these talented youth!

Sydney Horner
“i have worked with sydney for four years in the ClubHouse theatre 
program.  she is a remarkable child and i can say without a doubt 
that the arts have changed her life 
in a way that truly does open the 
door to her great future.

sydney is a fantastic dancer, 
vocalist, and actor – the classic 
‘triple threat.’  she has wowed our 
audiences with starring roles in 
our productions of Willy Wonka, 
in which she played Charlie, 
and Alice in Wonderland, in 
which she played alice.  she 
is a wonderful supporting cast 
member, too, and is excited 
to make every role she has a 
special one.
  
she is dedicated and committed to giving back and helping others.  
she not only attends three of her own dance classes at our Club 

each week, she volunteers as 
a teacher’s helper in three 
more. Her enthusiasm and 
generous spirit are amazing!  
she wants to take everything 
she has learned at orange 
County school of the arts 
and bring it back to the Club.  
When she is old enough, 
sydney wants to teach dance 
at our Club, and she is 
dedicated enough to already 
be taking steps to make this 
goal a reality through her 
volunteer work.  
 
sydney’s dreams don’t stop 
there.  she wants to go on 
to college and learn the 
skills she needs to become 
a teacher, choreographer 
and director so that she can 

inspire others.  the Chasing the dream scholarship opportunity  
will give this talented and giving young girl the opportunity to 
achieve her dreams by pursuing her high school education at the  
orange County school of the arts.”  

Tanya Hoxsie, Ceo

Camryn Yarnall
“Camryn has been attending our Huntington Beach Branch for almost 
two years and is what most would consider the epitome of a Club 

member. during her time here 
she has been enthusiastically 
involved in music Club, fine arts, 
power Hour and torch Club. she 
has a contagious smile and an 
infectiously positive attitude and 
great leadership skills. she is 
constantly getting other members 
involved in our activities at the Club 
with her enthusiasm, and she’s 
the Club’s go-to girl whenever we 
need help designing new signs 
or need any creative input. she 
is the first to join in on any kind 
of art competition and offers to  
help other members with their 
work as well. in her spare time  
at the Club, Camryn can often  

be found in the art room drawing and painting new creations. 
through her artistic ability she has drawn other members into the 
room in hopes of inspiring them to learn the techniques of drawing. 

overall, Camryn is a wonderful individual who leads by example, 
energetically participates in our activities and is a joy to be around. 
she is the kind of person we’re happy to have represent our Club 
and we want other members to strive to be as driven and kind as 
Camryn.  Camryn does her utmost to be the best friend, student, artist 
and person she possibly can become, and we couldn’t be any more 
proud of her!”  

Kristal Stewart, Huntington Beach Branch program director

Chasing Dreams of Greatness

At the Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley…



Chasing Dreams of Greatness

Great fUtUres start here.

your support will help build California’s 1st Boys & Girls Club  
on a ColleGe CampUs!

Will you help change a life today?  One 
simple text is all it takes to open the 
door to a new Boys & Girls Club on the 
Golden West College campus and a 
great future for a child in need.  To add 
a $10 donation to Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Huntington Valley to your phone bill,  
Text GIVE 10625 to 80088.

You can give thousands of kids a safe 
place to learn and play every day and you 
can help parents go back to school to 
create GreaT fuTures for their families.   
To learn more about the campaign 
or to make a donation online, visit 
BuildingDreamsCampaign.com.

past member darlene tieu recently wrote to Kingston Branch Unit 
director gricel Voigt and shared the great things she’s been up to. 
read on to learn how her time at the Boys & girls Club inspired her 
to spend two summers mentoring underserved youth:

“it has been a while since i was a member 
at the Boys & girls Club, but i believe my 
years there led me to where i am today: 
a sophomore at UCLa. at the Boys & 
girls Club, i was surrounded by positive 
mentors like you and Reema. I definitely 
grew up at the Boys & girls Club: i 
started as a member in the kindergarten 
program, attended my first summer camp 
(Camp Edwards and Pathfinder Ranch), 
became one of the inaugural Junior staff volunteers, and was selected 
to represent the Kingston Branch as Youth of the Year in 2005.  
the culmination of my experiences has led me to UCLa and inspired 
me to be a camp counselor this summer for low-income, underserved 
youth from the greater Los angeles area.

this summer, i am volunteering to lead and inspire young campers 
throughout their week of camp in the san Bernardino mountains. 
When people ask me about my last week at camp, i tell them it  
was both the hardest and most amazing week of my life. i spent  
9 days and 8 nights getting to know ten 13-year-old girls. While 
at camp they went fishing, hiking, sailing, and did crafts. All of  
the programs hope to challenge the campers to become positive  
leaders not only in their own lives but also in their communities.  
as a counselor, i am there from the moment they wake up, during 

meals and activities and until they fall asleep. i was lucky to have really  
bonded and gotten to know and appreciate how amazing each 
girl was. the stories and conversations we had were so inspiring,  
especially when i’m reminded of how young they are. i am so excited 

to be returning this summer; this time i will be a 
counselor for ten year olds.  i hope i can come 
back and visit the Boys & girls Club soon!”

Club alumni like darlene show us that great 
futures really do start at the Boys & girls Club.  
We’re proud to have helped her on her path to 
success.  and, we’re very proud to have inspired 
darlene to help kids in the same way that the 
Club helped her.  

Inspiring tomorrow’s leaders

“ At Boys &  
Girls Club,  
I was  
surrounded  
by positive 
mentors…”

Project BUild
Want to help build a new Boys & girls Club? Join project BUiLd! We’re working hard to raise $6 million to build a new 
Club at golden West College in 2014. if you operate or work for a retail business of any kind, you can make a big 
difference.  Ask for donations at point of sale, match customer donations, donate a set amount per specific item sold, 
or a percentage of sales on a certain day of the week or month - the possibilities are endless.  We will work with you 
to set up what works best for your business.  We’ll help promote your business and it’s a great opportunity to become 
known in the community as a supporter and partner to an important local cause - the Boys & girls Club and the kids 
we serve. to learn more, call 714-593-0753, ext. 109 or visit buildingdreamscampaign.com/project-build.php Name: ___________________  

www.BGCHV.com
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You can help the Club reach more kids in the Oak View community. Use the enclosed blue envelope 
to make your donation or add a $10 donation to your phone bill by texting GIVE 11756 to 80088. 

this summer, kids in the oak View neighborhood had 
not only a safe place to spend their summer days, but 
also a place to learn and get prepared for success 
in the new school year at the Boys & girls Clubs of 
Huntington Valley’s oak View Branch. throughout the 
months of July and august, 
the Boys & girls Club’s oak 
View Branch was open from 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
monday-friday. this is the 
first time in many years that 
a summer program has been 
available to oak View area 
youth.  thanks to generous 
grant funding and donations 
from the community, the program was completely free 
for youth in the low-income oak View neighborhood.

The response was overwhelmingly positive! 
about 120 kids participated each day, including 
returning members from the branch’s school-year 
program and new kids who had never attended 
the Boys & girls Club before. “there’s an amazing, 
positive energy at the oak View Branch,” says Boys & 
girls Club Ceo, tanya Hoxsie. “Kids are having fun 
and learning new things through creative, hands-on 
activities every day. We’re glad we can give them a 
safe place to go this summer.”

The Club launched new programs to make 
the summer fun, educational, and engaging for the 
kids.  in the new glee Club, kids learned music and 
choreography that they performed for friends and 
family in a show at the end of the summer.  engineering 
everywhere presented stem concepts (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) in hands-on ways 
that helped kids see how stem ideas are part of 
everyday life.  and, oC department of education’s 

rethink resources traveling scientist program talked to 
the kids about recycling and ways to be kind to the  
earth. 34 kids got to spend a week at the shipley Nature 
Center learning about birds, butterflies, trees, and the 
beautiful, natural habitats in Huntington Beach.

100% of the kids at our Oak View Branch 
come from low-income households and nearly all 
speak a language other than english at home. that 
puts them at a significant risk of summer learning 
loss, especially in reading.  in fact, at the end of the 
summer, there is typically a three month gap between 
lower income and middle income youth who were at 
the same reading level at the end of the school year.  

The Club decided to take action to fix this problem with 
an 8 week summer reading program.  the Club chose 
KidzLit, a reading enrichment program specifically 
designed for settings like the Boys & girls Club.

the Club’s goal was to help the kids 
maintain the reading levels they had 
at the end of the school year and 
not lose any ground.  the Club got a 
wonderful surprise when the reading 
assessments were tallied up at the end 
of the summer. 

100% of the children who participated 
in KidzLit for the entire summer at 

least maintained their reading levels.  this means we 
achieved our goal – the rest is unexpected and 
fantastic!
• 33% of youth were reading below grade level at the 

beginning of summer.  By the end of summer, that 
dropped to just 15%. 

• of the 33% of youth whose reading levels were one 
or more grade levels behind at the beginning of the 
summer, 65% improved one or more grade levels, 
including 30% who improved 2 or more grade levels.  

• 70% of all participating youth improved one or more  
grade levels, including 22% who improved 2 or 
more grade levels. 

• 65% of youth are now reading ABOVE 
grade level!

With results like these, we know that our programs 
are making a real difference!  surf City rotary Club and 
the Boeing Company helped the Club take school 
readiness for kids at oak View even further. surf City 
rotary took 150 kids on a shopping trip to three 
area payless shoe stores, and 75 of those kids live in 
the oak View community. each child got to choose 

their own brand new pair of shoes and socks to start 
the school year in style.  employees from Boeing in 
Huntington Beach donated 190 backpacks filled with 
school supplies.  100 of those backpacks were given 
to oak View kids so that every Club member could 
start the school year confident and ready to learn.  

We thank our sponsors who made the summer 
program at oak View possible! they include the 
orange County Community foundation’s draper family  
fund Helping Kids achieve program and doreen d. 
marshall fund for the dramatic arts and Classical 
music, the mcCormick foundation’s La times family 
fund, and the oC register Campership Campaign. 

Ready to Learn at oak view



sUmmer Spruce Up
in June, a team of 50 volunteers from Vans helped spruce up our 
Huntington Beach Branch.  they painted more than 800 feet of 

railing, put in 20 tons of 
mulch donated by rainbow 
environmental services and 
agromin LLC, and planted 
flowers to give the kids at 
the Club a beautiful and safe 
environment. the volunteers 
had such a great time that 
Vans is coming back a 
second time in september to 
paint the soccer arena at the 
fountain Valley Branch for 
Vans gives Back Corporate 
Volunteer day. thank you 
Vans, rainbow, and agromin 
for helping the Club with 
these important projects!

pins for Kids
thank you fountain Valley Kiwanis Club for partnering with the Club 
once again for the 5th annual pins for Kids bowling tournament at 
fountain Bowl. this year’s event raised more than $12,000 to help 
build a brand new Boys & girls Club on the golden West College 
campus!  

Chili at the Beach
this summer’s surf City Chili at the Beach Cookoff was a sizzling 
success! Hundreds of people enjoyed chili and salsa tastings, live 

music, street fair vendors, and more 
at the downtown Huntington Beach 
event, which raised $8,000 to support 
Boys & girls Clubs of Huntington 
Valley. the Club is incredibly grateful 
to the Huntington Beach downtown 
Business improvement district for 
putting on this fantastic event and 
helping our kids get started on the 
path towards a great future!

sUmmer readinG with Milk & Cookies
grupo gallegos and “got 
milk?”tm teamed up to give the 
kids at the oak View Branch a 
special treat - a brand new book 
and stuffed animal to cuddle for 
bedtime reading at home and 
a milk and cookies snack at the 
Club.  the Club thanks them 
for helping build kids’ home 
libraries and giving the kids a 
wonderful afternoon!

shoe the Kids 
thanks to the surf City rotary Club of Huntington Beach and payless 
shoe source, 150 kids from the Club’s oak View Branch and twilight 
education project will be able to start the school year putting their best 
feet forward. Kids got to go shopping at three local payless shoe stores 
to choose shoes that are just their size and style and surf City rotary 

picked up the tab. afterwards, 
families got to celebrate the end 
of summer and the start of the new 
school year with a barbecue at the 
Club’s Huntington Beach Branch.

shoes, shoes, and More Shoes!
a snail’s pace running shop generously donated $55,000 worth  
of brand new shoes for the moms and dads of the families served  
by the Boys & girls Club! families from all six Club locations were 
thrilled to receive new pairs of shoes!

BaCk to sChool Backpacks
the Club thanks the Boeing Company for their many years of helping 
kids at the Club who are in need by making sure that they have all 
the supplies they need for a great year.  this year, they donated 190 
backpacks stuffed full of school supplies for youth in our twilight 
education project and oak View Branch.

Community Support Starts Great fUtUresReady to Learn at oak view
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It’s the Most Wonderful time of the year!
are you thinking we’ve got the wrong month?  at the Boys & girls 
Club, october feels like Christmas because so many of you in the 
Boys & girls Club family give the gift of your time and support at the 
Club’s “Great Futures Start Here” Annual Benefit Dinner & Auction.  
 
On October 12, 2013, community 
members like you will help raise nearly 
$500,000 for the kids at the Club through 
ticket sales, sponsorships, donations, and 
auctions. The Club’s Annual Benefit is not 
just a fancy dinner, it’s a chance for you 
to make a difference to a child who needs 
you.  Your support provides free programs 
and scholarships for disadvantaged youth 
to attend the Boys & girls Club right here 
in the local community.  By supporting the 

event, you will give scholarships for all kinds of Club programs, 
including after school care, performing arts, sports, preschool and 
even infant care.  some of the Club’s programs, like the oak View 
Branch and the twilight education project are completely free for 

low-income families.  Your support of “great 
futures start Here” will help make those 
scholarships and free programs possible.  
 
Now in its 35th year, this event has become  
one of the biggest and most fun in  
the Huntington Beach and fountain Valley 
community. guests get to enjoy performances 
by the award-winning ClubHouse theatre 
program, bid on getaways to exotic places  
and one of a kind items and lots more. 
Would you like to get in on the fun?  

to buy your tickets or make a donation visit bgchv.com/greatfutures  
or call 714-593-0753 ext. 109


