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Meet our Club’s 2015 “Youth of the Year” winner and finalists!

Sydney Horner, Age 14
Branch: ClubHouse Academy, 
member for 6 years
aBout: The Club and its performing 
arts programs helped Sydney overcome 
a crippling social anxiety called selective 
mutism. At the Club, she built her 
confidence and found her voice. Read 
what she has to say about her Club 
experience: “When I was little, I was 
afraid of talking to people other than 
my family. I wanted to speak, but I was 
filled with so much anxiety that the 
words just wouldn’t come out. I was the 
most talkative child at home, I sang and 
danced around the house, but at school, 

I completely lost my spark. The only 
place I felt safe was at home. 

When I walked into the Boys & Girls 
Club for the first time, I saw kids 
everywhere, all grinning ear to ear. It 
seemed as though there were hundreds 
of rooms, filled with things devoted just 
for children. I was immediately filled 
with a sense of safety and excitement. As 
I started attending the Club regularly, 
it became a second home. I felt like I 
was safe there. No one looked down 
upon me for not talking, or treated 
me differently because I was different. 

I felt like a normal kid, and when I 
performed in shows at the Club, I gained 
the confidence to know that I could 
do anything. When I didn’t feel safe at 
school or outside of my house, I turned 
to the Boys & Girls Club to help me feel 
like I had a place in the world.

A year after I started attending the Club, 
my family and I were at a tough time in 
our lives. My father was out of work, and 
he had just been diagnosed with cancer. 
The extra anxieties of having my dad 
in such a critical position gave me even 
more fear to speak. My only outlet was 
the Club’s theater, where I could put aside 
my troubles and become an entirely 
different person. Without the Boys and 
Girls Club, I wouldn’t have found the 
light amidst the darkness. I felt like 
all the adults there were behind me. 
When I needed extra encouragement, 
they were there. My personality was 
able to shine through at the Club. I 

found myself becoming the outgoing 
and passionate person I had hidden at 
home. I was becoming more socially 
open than ever, and it felt just right. I 
started making friends, and developing 
relationships with the adults around me. 
I finally felt accepted. I found my voice.”

Sydney is a talented young woman who 
attends Orange County School for the 
Arts. She’s earned a scholarship from 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s Hank 
Aaron Chasing the Dream program for 
her arts education. She is also a teacher’s 
assistant in the Club’s dance program, 
preparing for her dream of becoming a 
performing arts instructor. 

Meet the Club’s Youth of the Year

Without the Boys & Girls Club, 
I wouldn’t have found the light 
amidst the darkness. 



Amy Do, Age 14
Branch: Kingston Branch, member for 9 years

aBout: Amy has grown up at the Kingston Branch in 
Fountain Valley. She loves coming to the Club with her 
two little sisters. In addition to taking advantage of the 
Club’s homework help, Amy is an active participant in 
Healthy Habits, Smart Girls, and the Lego Engineers 
Club. Amy says, “In Smart Girls, we organized a drive for 
a shelter that houses single women and their children. I 
have always wanted to volunteer and give back. I wanted 
to feel the satisfaction of making someone I don’t know 
happy. Coming here gave me the opportunity to feel that 
satisfaction. It’s even better, because I’m volunteering 
with people I enjoy being around!” 

Giselle Robles, age 14
Branch: Oak View, member for 3 years

aBout: Giselle has been at our Oak View branch 
since it first opened in 2012. Our staff have seen her 
grow from a shy middle school student, to a confident 
and assertive freshman in high school. When Giselle 
is at the Club, she can often be found in the Education 
Room. Giselle works hard to do well in multiple 
challenging Advanced Placement courses in school. 
And, she loves to tutor her peers and the younger 
children at the Club.  Director Rebecca Sanchez says, 
“Giselle is a young lady full of many talents. She 
is a well-rounded individual, she seeks to excel in 
everything that she does. We couldn’t be prouder!”

Ryan Wong, Age 13
Branch: Huntington Beach, member for 4 years
aBout: Ryan is a great role model. He enjoys helping 
out staff and younger Club members. He is especially 
attentive and 
caring towards the 
kindergarteners. 
Program Director 
Danielle Tobias 
says, “Ryan was 
chosen for Youth 
of the Year because 
he is extremely 
polite, friendly, and 
positive. Ryan is 
someone his peers 
look up to as he is 
such an optimistic 
and kind individual. 
He is a great asset 
to the Club!” Ryan 
dedicates his time to 
helping others. He is also an active participant in our 
cooking classes, Power Hour, Passport to Manhood 
and Torch Club.

 

Will you change a child’s life today? 
You can give kids like Sydney, 
Ryan, Giselle and Amy a home away 
from home by making a gift in the 
enclosed blue envelope.


